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Each season in national
and European football

racism and xenophobia oc-
cur on a weekly basis.
Abuse of players by other
players, supporters chanti-
ng racial abuse inside and
outside stadiums and the
presence of far-right organ-
isations trying to use foot-
ball to disseminate their
message are ongoing histor-
ical problems.

The first European anti-
racist football network
ÒFootball Against Racism
in Europe Ð FAREÓ was
founded at the European
Commission sponsored
seminar ÒNetworking
Against Racism in Euro-
pean FootballÓ in February
1999 in Vienna. More than
40 different organisations
including anti-racist sport
projects, fan clubs, players
unions, football associa-
tions and ethnic minority
groups from 13 European
countries affirmed their
commitment to fight racism
all forms of discrimination
throughout football. 

The Vienna FARE Plan of
Action states clearly that
Òevery individual has the
right to participate at all
levels of football free of dis-
crimination, regardless of
ethnic origin, nationality,
colour, religion, gender, sex-
uality or disability.Ó There-
fore, from its beginning
FARE stressed not only the
need for anti-racism, but al-
so to tackle discrimination

on a number of grounds
and to take into recognition
the diversity of approaches
towards discrimination. 

The global passion for
football and the intrinsic
values of sports (team
work, fair play etc), togeth-
er with the enormous me-
dia attention, makes foot-

ball an ideal tool for anti-
discrimination issues. 

The new FARE work pro-
gramme 2002-2004, spon-
sored by the Community
Action Programme against
Discrimination is taking
first practical steps to ad-
dress the taboo of discrimi-
nation based on sexual ori-

entation in sports. With the
support of the European
Commission and the entire
football family, FARE will
continue make a positive
and lasting impact on the
problem across Europe and
achieve its ultimate aim: to
keep the peoplesÕ game free
from racism and discrimi-
nation. ●

Launch of the FARE network in the European Parliament in Brussels in June 2000.
Plenary session (from left) with Bent Sorensen (EUMC), Horst R. Schmidt (DFB),
Mattieu Sprengers (KNVB), Gerd Dembowski (BAFF), Enrique Barón Crespo
(MEP), Johannes Swoboda (MEP), Odile Quintin (DG EMPL), Mark Sudbury 
(The FA) and Brendon Batson (PFA).    

“We are all aware that sport, and football in particular, has huge media impact
and star football players should be aware of the important role model they can
play to sensibilise public opinion and to help ban discrimination and racism in
and outside the stadiums. 
Ever since funds were made available to combat racism, the Commission has put
a focus on the importance of combating exclusion and racism in sport. 
We are pleased to see that so many of the activities we have supported in the Eu-
ropean Year against Racism of 1997, now have joined forces to increase the ef-
fectiveness of their individual initiatives. The FARE network is an example of what
such cooperation can produce!”

Odile Quintin, Director-General of the European Commission, DG Employment 



The touring exhibition ÒScene of
the Crime Stadium: Racism and

Discrimination in FootballÓ, pro-
duced by BAFF kicked off in Berlin
in November 2001. Since then the
exhibition toured to Hamburg,
Dresden, Kiel, Jena, Potsdam, Mu-
nich, Frankfurt/ Main, Gšttingen,
Mšnchengladbach, Nuremberg
and Ludwigshafen where more
than 15.000 people, many of them

teenagers, have
been visiting the
exhibition. Ac-
companied by
panel discus-
sions, readings
and musical
events the visi-
tors had the
possibility to
discuss the lo-
cal situation
with the or-
ganisers.

Local foot-
ball clubs

such as FC St. Pauli, Holstein Kiel
and FC Carl Zeiss Jena supported
the exhibition, as well as former
professionals. Most of the local
fan groups produced movable
walls to document the situation at
their home grounds and supporter-
scenes. This helped to inform the
visitors about the good work
which takes place on a local scale
and to point out possibilities of di-
rect involvement. 

BAFFs future work will include
the production of a special
brochure for visitors, in order to
make people think about the prob-
lems of racism and discrimination,
especially homophobia and sex-
ism. In addition, a pack for teach-
ers and youth workers will be pre-
pared.

Contact & Information: 
BAFF (see back-side)

For a virtual tour visit:
www.tatort-stadion.de

TOURING EXHIBITION:

TATORT STADION
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The future venues are:
19.2. - 15.2.2003: Hannover, 

Volkshochschule
9.3. - 15.3.2003: Dresden
17.3. - 30.3.2003: Leipzig, Galerie

für zeitgenössische Kunst
22.3. - 4.4.2003: Gießen, Infoladen
1.5. - 18.5.2003: Ludwigsburg,

Kleiner Fanladen
28.4. - 23.5.2003: Bremen, DGB

Haus
27.5. -24.6. 2003: Halle a. d. Saale
30.5. - 1.6.2003: Bochum, 

Jugendmesse YOU
August 2003: Dessau
Sept. 2003: Gelsenkirchen
Nov. 2003: Quedlinburg
Dez. 2003: Siegen
Spring 2004: Vienna
July 2004: Saarbrücken

Show Racism the Red
Card is an anti-racist

charity, which was estab-
lished in January 1996 with
the aim of using professional
footballers as anti-racist role
models. The campaign has
been able to involve hun-
dreds of top footballers and
managers, and has harnessed
the high profile of these role

models to combat
racism. SRTRC pro-
duces a number of
educational resources
including: videos,
CD-ROMs, education
packs, posters and
magazines. 

The EC sponsered video
ÒShow Racism the Red
CardÓ is 20 minutes long and
conveys a powerful anti-
racist message through the
medium of professional foot-
ball. It features football ac-
tion and interviews with
many players including Rio
Ferdinand, Andy Cole, Ryan
Giggs, Hope Powell, Lucas
Radebe and managers and
TV personalities such as Ar-
sene Wenger, Ian Wright,
Gary Lineker, Graham Taylor
and Kevin Keegan.

For more details visit the
web-site
www.TheRedCard.org

SHOW RACISM THE RED CARD



EDUCATION 
Touring Exhibition ÒTar-

get Stadium. Racism
and Discrimination in
FootballÓ (14 venues in
Germany and Austria) 

Show Racism the Red
Card (SRTRC) School
Competition in Ireland
(2003)

Production of a new
SRTRC Educational
Video (2004)

Publication of ÔKids
Against RacismÕ Multilingual Magazine (2004) 

INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION
Web-site www.farenet.org 
Documentation Centre on Racism & Anti-Discrimina-

tion in Sport (Bologna) 
Monitoring and Public Relations in Poland 
Synopsis on homophobia and discrimination on sexual

orientation in sport (2003)

LOBBYING AND NETWORKING
Lobbying of Governing

Bodies in European
Football (national asso-
ciations, clubs and Euro-
pean public institutions) 

Joint Conference Òunite
against racismÓ in Lon-
don with UEFA and The
FA (5 March 2003) 

Workshop on ÒSport for all and homophobia in foot-
ballÓ in Copenhagen at the EuroGames 2003 

Meeting of Gay & Lesbian & Anti-Racist Sport Groups
at EuroGames 2004 in Munich 

FARE Networking Seminar for Grass-Roots Meeting
(February 2004) 

Project Period: 1 September 2002 – 1 September 2004

On 12 December 2002 the
FARE partner, Buendnis

Aktiver Fussballfans (BAFF),
presented in Monchenglad-
bach, Germany, the first cata-
logue demanding action
against homophobia in foot-
ball. The launch of the 7-
point Charter has been at-
tended by representatives of
the Cream Team from SC
Janus Cologne, the gay foot-
ball team with the longest
tradition and history in Ger-
many; a representative of the
Green Party; and Ben Baks
from the new FARE partner
organisation European Gay
& Lesbian Sport Federation
(EGLSF). The event on 12th
December was organised in
connection with the exhibi-
tion ÒScene of the Crime Sta-
dium: Racism and Discrimi-
nation in FootballÓ. 
� To adopt not only an anti-
racist, but also an anti-homo-
phobic paragraph in each sta-
dium and club statute. It
should state that no one
should be discriminated
against because of their sexu-
al orientation or sex, similar
to the stadium regulations of
FC St. Pauli or MSV Duis-
burg.
� It is not enough to imple-
ment this symbolic political
paragraph. To point out this
paragraph explicitly the im-
plementation should be ac-
tively accompanied by a pub-
lic relations campaign run by
clubs (e.g. panel discussions,

leaflets, statements from
players).
� To provide continued edu-
cational programmes on ho-
mosexuality by the clubs (in
particular in the youth teams)
to overcome their prejudices
and biased attitudes.

�To demand that each spec-
tator takes action against ho-
mophobic and sexist slogans
in the stadium by addressing
the perpetrator directly.
� To include gay-lesbian
football clubs in the efforts to
find ways to abolish preju-
dices gradually, rather than
exclude them.
� The launch of a project by
the DFB and DFL in which
homophobia in German foot-
ball is documented and
analysed to elaborate and re-
alize methods to push back
homophobia. To establish the
foundation of a network with
other relevant groups and in-
stitutions under the leadership
of the DFB and/or the DFL.
� Active participation of the
DFB and the DFL in the or-
ganisation and management
of the EuroGames 2004 in
Munich.

CHARTER AGAINST 
HOMOPHOBIA IN FOOTBALL

Whereas the problem of racism in sports
is increasingly recognized, the discrimi-
nation on sexual orientation in sport is
(still) hidden behind a veil of silence. Lots
of prejudices towards gays & lesbians in
sport exist, so athletes hide their sexual
orientation. FARE will take first steps to
address the problem of homophobia in
sports. The new project partner Euro-

pean Gay and Lesbian Sports Federation
(EGLSF) will organise a workshop on
ÒSport for all and homophobia in foot-
ballÓ in Copenhagen at the EuroGames
2003; prepare a Synopsis on homopho-
bia in sport and host a meeting of Gay &
Lesbian & Anti-Racist Sport Groups. 

Information: EGLSF (see back-side)

The 2003 edition of the European Gay and
Lesbian Championships EuroGames in 
Copenhagen will organized by the EGLSF

CHALLENGING HOMOPHOBIA IN SPORTS

FARE ACTION PROGRAMME
2002-2004 



FARE CO-ORDINATION OFFICE
FairPlay – VIDC 
Möllwaldplatz 5/3
A-1040 Vienna, Austria
Phone: ++43-1-713 35 94-93
Fax: ++43-1-713 35 94-73
fare@vidc.org
www.fairplay.or.at

Progetto Ultrà – UISP Emilia Romagna 
Via Riva Reno 75/3
I-40121 Bologna, Italy
Phone: ++39-051-236634
Fax: ++39-051-225203
progettoultra@progettoultra.it
www.progettoultra.it

Unione Italiano Sport 
Per Tutti – UISP 
Largo Franchellucci 73,
I-00155 Roma, Italy
Phone: ++39-06-40815681 
Fax: ++39-06-43984320
d.conti@uisp.it
www.uisp.it

Kick it Out 
Unit 3, 1-4, Christina Street 
UK-EC2A 4PA London
United Kingdom
Phone: ++44-20-7684-4884 
Fax: ++44-20-7684-4885
info@kickitout.org
www.kickitout.org

FURD - Football Unites Racism Divides
The Stables Connexions Centre, 
Sharrow Lane, UK-S11 8AE Sheffield
United Kingdom
Phone ++44-114-2553156
Fax ++44-114-2553156
furd@furd.org  /  www.furd.org

Show Racism the Red Card
(SRTRC)

PO Box 141, Whitley Bay
UK-NE 26  3 YH 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne
United Kingdom
Phone 0044-191-291-0160
Fax 0044-191-291-0160
ged@TheRedCard.org
www.TheRedCard.org 

Bündnis Aktiver Fußballfans – BAFF e.V.
Exhibition
Postfach  350 854
D-10217 Berlin, Germany
Phone ++49-30-2935 2835
info@tatort-stadion.de
www.tatort-stadion.de

Never Again Association – 
Stowarzyszenie Nigdy Wiecej 
PO Box 6
PL-03-700 Warszawa 4 
Poland 
Phone: ++48-603 64 72 28
rafalpan@zigzag.pl
http://free.ngo.pl/nw/

European Gay & Lesbian 
Sport Federation (EGLSF)
c/o N.C.S.
Meeuwenlaan 41
NL-1021 HS Amsterdam
Netherlands
www.gaysport.info
info@gaysport.org

FARE PROJECT PARTNERS


